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in controversial divinity they are very complex. The
controversy between the Jansenists and the Jesuits
was in substance the same as that among Protestants
under the names of Calvinists and Arminians. ^ And
both of these were but renewals of the old warfare
between Augustine and Pelagius.

When Luther began to preach justification by faith,
he did not suppose that he was preaching any new
doctrine. He found it in Fathers and Schoolmen. It
had been approved by Popes and Councils. But the
question was easily raised, if Luther meant the same
thing as they did by the same words. We do not
know that Luther ever satisfactorily answered this
question. We do not know if his explanation of
justification by faith be capable of defence in all its
theological relations. But practically he had got
hold of a doctrine which moved the world. Its
real meaning was actual inward religion. The error
he had to combat was not, peculiar to the Church of
Rome. It was the old error of the Jews, who ex-
pected to be saved by the ceremonial law, while their
hands were full of wickedness. It was the same
error which made Italian banditti the strictest ob-
servers of the injunctions of the Church. It is a very
natural error, and very common in some measure to
all men. It puts mere religion in the jSlaee of-right-
eousness. It makes men suppose that the moral law
may be violated, and atonement made by some external
religious duties. Luther said no. Eeligion to be
real must be inward. St. Paul said the same to the
Jews in his day. So did Isaiah and all the prophets.
They made righteousness more acceptable to God than